Pair blame F8I ii 

Star-Telegram Washington Bcrean 

WASHINGTON — Two nationally known government 
critics claimed Tuesday that the FBI “should be consid- 
ered the prime suspect” in ti^sSFkilling of civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King JK — 

M ark Lane, an assassinations research er, and 
GregoryTa comedian turned civil rights activ ist 



/FBI 


>■» 

the allegations at a news conference to publicize their/ 
new book, “Code Name 'Zorro’— the Murder of Martin' 
Luther King Jr.”' 

They based their claim on a pattern of evidence either / 
already on the public record or found through additional ' 
searc h , which t hey say indicates the late FBI director, 

CjJ^Eughr Hoover, Ranted King dead/ — : ~ 

An-FB I spok e s man said the bureau would have “no 
comment” on the allegation that it cqn^piped to have 


King killed. 


5 urv!;' 




4Z T K all f es 

•. f • Ur. King s police protection was removed on the 
7 day of the assassination in a plot that involved city and 
/ feder al authorities. _JU=— ==* 

s- • AixEBLUnlthi the Atlanta office which was referred 
to as the “destroy King squad” investigated and cov- 
ered up the death of King, a Nobel Prize winner. 

• King’s convicted assassin, James Earl Ra)y, who , 
pleaded guilty to the murder before publicly recanting 
i the confession, was set up as a patsy by unnamed indi- 
viduals. 

While the book covers considerable material included 
iiithe Senate Select Committee on Intelligence’s report 
last year, it apparently includes some new “findings. ” 

The book depicts a “cozy” relationship between the 
Memphis police department and the FBI, including the 
fact that a top police official was a good friend and 
former colleague of Hoove* Ssfl j 

, ./IV fL... A — An JUV 


It also says that a 21-year FBI veteran, Arthur Mur- 
tagh, recalls that when King was shot in Memphis, 

" "ents in the anti-King Atlanta unit expressed deli ght 

~ y got ‘Zorro’ the — ,” Lane said of how one top 
Eicial reacted. “They finally got the — / 

* * * 

ZORRO, LANE said, was the FBI’s code name for 1 

; ng. ; 'v;' : \ 

— STthe news conference, Lane and Gregory also^* 
showed parts of a taped interview, with Ray, who main- 
tained his innocence. 

Interviewed in his prison cell in Tennessee by Lane, / 
lay said he was coerced into pleading guilty by state 
and federal authorities who threatened to harm his 
brothers if , he did otherwise. 

That assertion was supported by Jerry Ray, the con- 
victed killer’s brother, who said a third brother, John 
Ray, is serving an 18-year s entence for a “bank robbery 
'he di dn’t commit.’! ~ 

TteLane-Gregoiy book comes at a time at which the 
feleaguered House Committee on Assassinations ap- 
-ars to have overcome all congressional obstacles in 
i drive to determine who killed King and former Presi- 
^nt John Kennedy. 

,, Tfe e assassinations panel, p lagued by internal biclter- 
/■ng and stitt congressional opposition, secured a $2.5 
(million budget last week after trimming its initial re- 
\quest by $4 million. 

\ * * * 

THE COMMITTEE latelvJww-teW-a 
while it shops around- fo^ajiew staff chrectOTfeepiace ^ 
Richard Sprague, th e controve rsial fo ? m cE^ead-whg-~ 
quit on the eve of an important reconstitution vote in 
March. ’ — • -• • 

One staffer said the current comm;ttee-is:iite a<ship 
without a rudder sailing smopthiyijR^rlf rod ' 




KING ASSASSINATION. . . DicVGregoty, left, Mark Lane. 


Earl Kay, discnss a mode 


i r Rav. b rother of James 


T en& ), motel where Martin LutlierKingwas 

assassinated! _ 
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